
Type of Object: Hand-colored engraving on laid paper 
 
Subject: Diversi Globi Terr-Aquei 
Author: Seuter, Mattheus 
Date: 1725/30 
 
Original Location: Unknown 
Present Location: Ibid. 
 
Dimensions: 21 3/8 in x 24 ⅜ in 
 
CONDITION REPORT 
Object is in poor condition but the paper is still strong and flexible. 
 
Mounted: The map is mounted on a thick mat board. 
Mat Burn: There was no mat burn. 
 
Discoloration From: The map is discolored by the poor quality framing, backing materials, 
age, handling, use of adhesive and silverfish. 
 
Stains: There are stains from the adhesive used to mount the map on the board. This can be 
seen where the paper is ripped, on the back where color bled through the back of the map. 
There are stains from water too. 
Foxing: None 
Mildew/Mold: None 
Surface dirt/Grime penetration: Using a one wipe dust cloths that are impregnated with 
microcrystalline wax showed that the penetration of dirt was not to severe, it came off easily. 
 
Adhesives: Only one adhesive was used to attach the map to the mat board. The adhesive 
was not identified but where it was thickly put on it dried hard and yellow. 
Tape: None 
 
Hinges/Attachments: On the back along the edges of the object there is a border of a frame 
that was made of the same material as the board. 
 
Tears/Punctures: There are three tears: First is on the right middle edge of the map and it is 
1.5 in. long; and the second and third are on the bottom middle edge of the map, the left tear 
in 3/10 in. long and the right is 1 in. long. There are 4 holes along the right edge of the map 
that might be from silverfish. 
Cockling/Warping/Distortions: None 
 
Paper loss: There is paper loss in the middle of the map because of where it was folded. 



Friable media/media loss: None 
 
Folds/Creases: There are 4 folds: a vertical fold in the middle; and horizontal fold in middle. 
Delamination/Missing Paper Fibers: Only on the top layer of paper one layer of paper 
Scratches/Abrasions: There are abrasions along the edge of the map. 
 
Previous Retouching: A shiny adhesive was used to re-attach to small patches from the third 
layer of paper. 
 
Varnish/Glazing: None 
 
Solubility of Pigments/Inks/Stamps/Notations: None 
 
Proposed Treatment: 

1. Photo documentation before and after treatment for lab records 
2. Removal of thick hard mat board by mechanical separation 
3. Dry cleaning to remove surface dirt and dust 
4. Aqueous removal of remaining board paper and adhesive on the verso/recto 
5. Humidification of object to relax paper fibers in a chamber/in Gore-Tex pack/by 

spraying with fine mist 
6. Repair to tears/punctures with japanese tissue and wheat starch paste 
7. Filling of losses with paper of comparable weight and color and wheat starch paste 
8. Flattening between polyester sheets and blotters, under weight, until dry 
9. Attachment of japanese paper hinges to top edge with wheat starch paste, for matting 

purposes 
 
Process of Treatment: 

● The map was photo documented using tungsten lights. Two lights were aimed at 45 
degrees to the map which was used to achieve a balanced tone. Then only one light 
was used to create breaking light to show the texture of the map. 

● By using a spatula and teflon folder individual layers of the thick mat board were 
mechanically separated from the back of the map. 

● When mechanically removing the last layers of the mat board, deionized water was 
used to soften those layers and make it easier to remove. 

● One wipe dust cloth were used first When dry cleaning the map and then eraser 
crumbs, which were made from a synthetic rubber eraser by Factis. 

● The map was then placed in a humidification chamber that relaxed it and made it 
possible to smooth done some of the folds. 

● While the map was slightly damp, japanese paper was used to reinforce the folds, 
tears and holes. Wheat starch paste was used to attach the japanese paper to the back 
of the map. 

● More small tears and holes were found when the map was put on top of a light box. 



● The thick japanese paper hinges were attached to the map before it was flattened.  
● The appearance of the map moderately improved except the silverfish damage is still 

noticeable.  


