
Type of Object: Wooden Chair 
 
Subject: Maybe a dining room Wooden Chair 
Author: Unknown 
Date: Unknown 
 
Original Location: The Abbey of San Michele Arcangelo in Passignano 
Present Location: Ibid. 
Dimensions: Around h: 117 cm x w: 46 cm x l: 46 cm 
 
History: 

The abbey of San Michele Arcangelo in Passignano is a monastery of the Congregation of 
Vallombrosa located in the province of Florence. In the tenth century the monastery adopted 
the vallombrosan rule by the work of Giovanni Gualberto. The abbey was repeatedly 
destroyed and rebuilt and now looks more like a castle than a monastery’s home. However, 
the monastery is still surrounded by its fifteenth century curtain wall with corner towers, that 
were added at the end of the nineteenth century. Also at that time the monastic community 
was suppressed and was transferred to a villa. The abbey church was rebuilt in the second 
half of the sixteenth century and entirely frescoed by Domenico Cresti (a.k.a. Passignano) 
and Alessandro Allori. It wasn’t until 1986 was the property returned to the monks of 
Vallombrosa.  1

 
Abstract: 
The legs of the chair are covered in dirt and dark varnish. The white fabric with beige stripes 
is also covered in dirt and has a huge tear on the seat of the chair. 
 
The chair legs need to be cleaned and then given a new protective layer. Also the chair needs 
be reupholstered. 
 
The Process: 
The chair was cleaned with a hot mixture of 20% soap and 80% water to get rid of the dirt 
and dark varnish. In this case Lanolina was used and is a kind of soap that comes from 
sheep’s wool. Before using the mixture on the wood it is tested on a spot to see how sensitive 
the wood is. For ten minutes you alternate between brushing on the lanolina mixture and 
letting it stand. Then clean it off with warm water. However, for this chair I had to leave the 
mixture on a until I was able to get the dirt and dark varnish off the chair legs. (See Photo 1)  
 

1 NA. "Badia a Passignano." Badia a Passignano . Ammonet InfoTech, 2015. Web. 30 Apr. 2016. 
<http://www.badia-a-passignano.com/index.htm>. 



 
Photo 1 illustrates when the lamolina is left on for only 10 minutes it still had varnish on it. 
 
After the legs of the chair had been thoroughly cleaned it was then coated with a layer of 
gommalacca which is water and tree sap at a 1: 3 ratio. It is then polished with a layer of wax. 
(See Photo 2) 
 

 
Photo 2 illustrates the end result of cleaning and application of the gommalacca and wax. 
 
The monastery can not afford to reupholster the chair but that would be the next step to 
restoring the chair. 


